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V 


TO 

My  Worthy  Friend 

Dr.  ^e«rp 

SIR, 

Have  perufed the  Papers  tehich  you  fent  me.,  and 
,  find,  as  far  as  I  can  recoUeM,  they  contain  in  them 
the  Subfiance  of  what  was  delivered  :  With  no  more 
mifiakes  than  is  ufual,  in  writing  from  the  mouth  of 
■  one  who  is  not  of  the  fiowefi  fpea^ers. 

Some  thingsbefides,which  the  limits  of  the  time  al¬ 
low'd  not  to  be  fpoken  {having  feme  Jhort  memorials  of 
them  by  me  )  I  have  added,  conceiving  they  might, 
alfo,  contribute  towards  the  good  end  youpropofed  to 
your  felf,  ■  in  fo  earnefily  de firing  this  publication, 
the  a0fiing  of  their  patience,  and  their  good  and pla¬ 
cid  thoughts  of  God,who  are  exercis'd  under  Long  and 
Languijhing  Difiempers.  The  obfervations  which  your 
Profeffion  hath  occafion  d  youtomakg  in  the  cafes 
of  many  others,  hath,l  doubt  not,  let  you  fee  the  need 
of  fomewhett  to  thispurpofe ;  otherwife  the  example 

A  2  you 


The  Epiftle  Dedicatory. 

you  have  had  fo  longbeforeyour  eyes  of  fo  calm  and 
compos’d  a  temper  in  this  excellent  relative  of  yours, 
might  have  made  you  lefs  apprehenfive  hort>  greeCt 
an  addition  a  fretful,  unquiet  fpirit  is,  both  to  the 
Sin,  and  the  of  a  Sickly  StidiiQ.  I  amfen- 

fible  your  Own  affldlion  is  great  in  the  lofs  you  now 
fuftain.  The  relief  will  be  great,  and  fuitable  5  which 
the  forethoughts  of  that  State  will  afford,  where 
they  neither  Marry,  nor  are  given  in  Marriage, 
but  are  as  the  Angels  of  God  in  Heaven-  1 
am, 

SIR, 

In  much  fincerity,  and  afledion,  yours 
ro  ferve  you  in  the  work  and  labour 
^  ,  of  the  Gofpel,^ 

John  Howe. 


LUKE 


Luke  13.  i6. 

And  ought  not  this  woman,  king  a  daughter 

of  Abraham,  whom  Satan  hath  hound, 

lo  thefe  eighteen  j  ears, he  loo  fed  from  this 

bond,  on  the  Sabbath  day  ? 

» 

YOU  will  foon  fee  the  occafion,^  and  connexion  of  thefe’ 
words,  by  viewing  over  the  whole  Paragraph  to  which 
they  belong,  'Verfe  10.  And  he  was  teaching  in  one  of  the 
Synagogues  on  the  Sabbath.  1 1 .  And  behold  there  was  a  wo- 
man  which  had  a  fpirit  of  infirmity  eighteen  years^  and  was  bowed  to^. 
get  her  j  and  could  in  no  wife  lift  up  her  felf,  12.  When  Jefus  faw  her^ 
he  [aid  to  her^  Woman ^  thou  art  loofedfrom  thine  infirmity,  13.  And 
he  laid  his  hands  on  her^  and  immediately  Jhe  was  made  firaight,  and 
glorified  God^  And  the  Ruler  of  the  Synagogue  anfwered  with  in* 
dignation^  becaufe  that  Jefus  had  healed  on  the  Sabbath  day^  and  faid 
unto  the  people^  There  are  fix  days  fin  which  men  ought  to  work^^  in  them 
therefore  come  and  be  healed.^  and  not  on  the  Sabbath  day.  I'f.  The 
Lord  then  anfwered  him^  and  faid.^  Thou  hypocrite^  doth  not  each  of  you 
on  the  Sabbath  loofe  his  Ox  and  his  Afs  from  the  flalf  and  lead  him 
away  to  watering  ?  16.  And  ought  not  this  worn  an  being  a  daughter  r 

of  Abraham,  whom  Satan  hath  bounds  to  thefe  eighteen  years ^  be  loofed  ^ 
from  this  bond  on  the  Sabbath  day  i  I7,  And  when  he  had  Jaid  thefe 
things,  all  his  adv  erf  arks  were  ajhamed  5  and  all  the  people  rejoy  ced 
for  all  the  glorious  things  that  were  done  by  him. 

Inasmuch  as  our  bleffed  Lord  fpake  thefe  words,  and  did  the 
thing  which  occafiond  them,  upon  that  which  was,  with  the  Jews^  ^ 
their  Sabbath  day,  it  cannot  be  unfit  for  US  to  confider  them  upon 
ours,  they  fo  fitly  leading  us  to  confider  alfo,  another  releafe 
wrought /or  a  daughter  of  Abraham  too  on  our  Sabbath  day. 

It  was  formerly  told  you  upon  what  occafion,  and  I  doubt  not 

but. 
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but  you  generally  know,  upon  whofe  account  we  were  to  divert 
from  our  u&al  courfe  and  Subject  at  this  time.  Nor  could  any 
thing  have  been  more  fuitable  to  the  prefent  occafion ;  for  not 
only  was  this  Daughter  of  uihraham  releas’d  from  her  Infirmity 
upon  the  Sabbath  day ;  but  the  time,  wherein  it  remain'd  upon 
Her  ( in  a  great  and  manifold  complication  )  was  ( as  her  fur- 
viving  Confort  hath  acquainted  me,  and  who  therefore  recom¬ 
mended  this  Subjedt  )  precifely  about  eighteen  Years. 

There  are  ( ’tis  true  )  difagreements  between  our  cafe,  and 
that  cafe  in  the  Text,  wliich  do  not  therefore  render  both  toge¬ 
ther  lefs  inftrudive  to  us,  but  the  more.  And,  to  make  way  to 
w'hat  may  be  fo,  you  muft  Here  take  notice,  that  thefe  Words 
are  part  of  our  Lords  Defence  of  what  he  had  done,  in  perfor¬ 
ming  this  work  of  Mercy,  wherein  what  he  fays  is  juftly  fevere, 
and  very  dearly  con-viBive.  It  is  very  deferved  and  juft  feverity, 
that  he  call’d  him,  who  cavil’d  in  the  cafe,  by  his  own  true 
name,  thou  hypocrite.  He,  under  pretence  of  great  fanBity,  dif. 
covers  the  higheji  enmity,  even  againft  our  blelfod  Lord  himfelf, 
who  came  ( being  fent )  upon  the  holieft  and  kindeft  defign  in¬ 
to  this  World.  The  zeal  which  he  pretends  for  the  obfervati- 
on  of  the  Sabbath,  could  not  be  the  thing  that  he  did  really 

mean,  or  that  adled  him  in  this  cafe.  For  it  was  ^  not  likely  he 

could  be  ignorant  of  what  was  a  known  adjudg’d  Cafe  among 

the  Jews  (  as  fome  of  their  owti  Rabbies  *  in¬ 
form  us)  that  all  needful  endeavours  ou^t  to  be 
ufedfor  the  cure  of  the  fick,  upon  the  Sabbath  day. 

So  as  that  he  very  well  knew,  no  rule  could 

be  broken  in  this  cafe.  But  this  he  reckons 

was  fomewhat  plaufible,  and  he  pleafes  himfelf 
in  it,  that  he  could  tell  how  to  vent  his  fpite 
againft  Chrift  and  Chriftianity,  under  a  mock: 
pew  of  great  Sanctimony.  And  our  Lord  juftly 
calls  him  what  indeed  he  was,  when  he  would 
thus  feem  w'hat  he_  was  not.  It  was  not  that 
he  cared  for  Religion,  or  for  any  thing  of  re¬ 
al  SanClity,  of  which  a  due  and  juft  obfervation 
of  the  Sabbath  was  a  real  part ;  but  that  he  had 
a  mind,  as  far  as  conveniently  he  could,  to  ex- 
prefs  his  difpleafure  at  that  evidence  and  luftre, 
wherewith  the  glorious  works  our  Lord  wrought  evinc’d  him  to 

be 


^  Vid,  Mulnm.  con- 
fiitiit.  def undam.  c. 
5.9.  cumAbrav.  N. 
13, 14. 

And,  as  our  own 
Dr.  Lfghtfoot  fays 
npon  that  queftion 
of  our  Lords Is  it 
lawful  to  heal  upon  the 
Sabbath  dayl  (  quo¬ 
ting  divbs  more  of 
theirs  to  chrc  pur- 
pofe,)  he  violated 
not  the  Sabbath  fo 
much  as  their  own 
Cannons  allow’d. 
See  his  WiYfs,Yo\  2, 
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be  the  Mejfiah ;  while  yet  he  was  ftruck  with  that  awe  of  him,  that 
he  adventures  not  to  dired  his  reproof  to  but  the  people. 

It  is  here  by  the  way  to  be  noted  that  they  were  not  thus  dif- 
affected  to  our  Lord,  and  the  Religion  he  was  about  to  intro¬ 
duce.  No,  but  this  Ceremonious  Bigot,  a  Ruler  of  the  Sym- 
goguej  was  the  ill  pleafed,  difaffected  Perfon. 

I  fliall  not  trouble  you  with  the  difcuffion  what  fort  of  pow¬ 
er  it  was  that  belonged  to  that  Office.  Some  well  acquainted 
with  the  Jewiflj  writings  fay,  that  the  Ruler  of  the  Synagogue  was 
not  wont  himfelf  to  officiate,  as  Minifter  in  Sacris ;  but  his  bu- 
finefs  was  circa  Sacra,  to  regulate  the  Adminiftration.  We  con- 
fider  not  his  Power,  but  his  ill-will,  and  enmity  againft  Chrift, 
and  true  Religion.  The  people,  in  the  meani  time,  throng’d 
after  him  in  Multitudes,  and  beheld  the  great  works  he  wrought 
vmh  joy,  and  glorified  God.  Only  where  was  more  power,  md 
probably  more  knowledge,  there  was  more  too  of  a  peeviffi  fpite 
and  envy,  that  the  intereft  of  our  Lord  w^as,  hy  fo  proper  means, 
growing  in  the  World.  A*  fad  (  and  not  a  new  )  thing  i  that 
Religion  fliould.  have  moft  oppofition,  whence  it  ffiould  have 
nioft  of  countenance,  and  advantage  to  dilate  and  fpread  it  fel£ 
T)o  any  of  the  Rulers  believe  on  him  F  But  the  people  (  whom 
they  defpifed,  and  pronounc’d  accurfed  for  that  reafon)  were 
more  apt  and  forward  to  receive  theGofpel,  Joh.j. 4^,49.  The 
more  there  is  of  light,  macco??tpanyd  with  a  pious  Inclination,  the 
higher,  the  more  intenfe  and  fervent,  the  finer  and  more  fuhtk  is  the 
venome  and  malice  againfi  Chrijl,  and  real  ChriHianity. 

But  our  Lord  was  not  diverted  from  his  kind  and  compaf- 
fionate  defign,  by  any  fuch  obftructions  as  thefe.  His  love 
triumphs  over  them ;  and  he  makes  that  difcovery  of  his  com- 
paffion,  which  could  not  but  carry  the  cleareft  conviction  with 
it,  as  his  reproof  carry’d  the  brighteft  juftice.  Why,  what, 
£lith  he,  Do  not  any  of  you  loofe  an  Ox^  or  an  Afs  from  the  Stall  on 
the  Sabbath  day  /  and  fhall  not  1  loofe  a  daughter  of  Abraham  ? 
'Tis  like  ffie  w^as  a  Daughter  0/ Abraham,  not  only  as  being  a 
Jewefs,  but  as  being  a  believer ;  as  being,  according  to  Scrip¬ 
ture  language,  of  Abrahams  Seed,  in  the  Spiritual  fenfe,  as  well 
as  the  n^turah,  and  he  was  the  more  peculiarly  compaffiooate 
upon  that  account^  and  yet  more,  becaufe  her  ail  proceeded 
from  the  malignant  influence  of  the  Devil.  Shall  not  I  loofe 
iuch  a  one  whom  Satan  hath  bounds  that  great  enemy  of  man- 
^  -  kind?: 
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kind  ?  Why  fliould  not  I  (liew  my  felf  fo  much  the  more  a  Friend, 
by  how  much  the  more  he  appears  an  Enemy,  and  give  the  ear- 
lieft  relief  the  matter  can  admit? 

'Tis  very  true  indeed,  his  compaffion  was  never  to  incline  him 
to  do  unfit  and  unieafohable  things,  or  things  that  were  no 
way  fubfervlent  to  his  principal  end.  But  fuch  a  fubferviency  be¬ 
ing  fuppofed,  his  relief  muft  be  with  the  earlie/f,  to  day,  before 
morrow,  though  it  were  the  Sabbath  day. 

And  fo  now  you  have  the  ground  of  difeourfe  plainly  in  view 
before  you. 

That  the  Devil  cannot  he  more  malicioufly  intent  to  affliEh  thofe  that 
relate  to  God  (even^  when  it  is  in  his  power ^  with  bodily  diftempers) 
than  oar  Lord  Jefus  is  compajfionately  willing  to  relieve  them^  with^ 
out  diftinBion  of  time^  when  it  {hall  be  confident  withy  and  'fishfer- 
vient  to  his  higher  and  greater pHrpofes. 

In  fpeaking  to  this,  I  lhall 

1.  Touch  briefly  upon  what  is  here  expreft  in  the  Text,  the 
hand  that  Satan  may  have  in  the  jiffliBionsy  yea  and  in  the  bodily 
diftempers  of  men y  and  even  of  them  that  belong  to  God  among  them* 

2.  What  hand  our  Lord  Jefus  hat  in  their  relief  or  releafement. 

3.  How  far  we  may  mderftandy  or  may  reafonably  expeB  his  com'- 
paffwnto  influence  him  in  fneh  cafes* 

4.  I  floall  flew  that  however  the  reteafe  be  wrought y  it  is  done  very 
mercifully  towards  them  that  bdongpeculiarly  to  God*  And  fo  mah£  ufe 
of  all* 

I.  Somewhat  briefly  as  to  that  firfl:  query,  What  hand  it  is 
fuppofable  the  Devil  may  have  in  the  afflidfions  of  men,  and  more 
particularly  of  them  that  belong  to  God  s  as  this  woman  being  a 
Daughter  of  Abraham  to  be  confidered,  as  one  within  the 

compafsofGods  Covenant,  andnot  improbably  asone,  that,  in 
the  fk-idfeft  fenfe,  was  in  Covenant  wdthGod. 
j.  It  is  plain  in  the  Text,  the  Devil  had  a  dired  hand  in  her 
cd\\oe\  a  spirit  of  infirmity.  There  were  more  evident, 
and  more  frequent  inftances  of  this  kind  in  that  time,  the  Devil 
then  fetting  himfelf  more  openly  to  contend  againft  the  incarnate 
Son  of  God,  upon  his  more  open  appearance  to  refoue  and  recover 
an  Apoftate  World  from  under  his  Dominion  and  Tyranny.  But 
as  to  more  ordinary  cafes  we  may  further  confider, 
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.  2.  That  the  Devil  Isa  conftant  eaemy  to  mankind,  apt  and 

Inclin’d,  as  far  as  God  permits  him,  to  do  men  all  the  mifchief  he 
can. 

‘  3.  That  as  he  firft  Introduce  fin  Into  the  World,  fo  he  hath,  by 
confequence,  all  the 'calamities  that  afflidit  There  had  been  no 
Death,  Sicknefs,or  Diftemper  upon  the  bodies  of  men,  but  from 
hence.  Confider  the  Devil  therefore,  as  the  Prince  and  Leader  of 
the  Apoftafie,^who  firft  drew  man  into  tranigreffion,  and  thereby 
render’d  him  liable  to  the  Juftice  of  his  Maker,  turn’d  his  Paradife 
into  a  defart,  and  a  region  of  immortal  undecaying  life,  into  a 
Valley  of  fickly  Languilbings  and  death  it  felf  3  So  may  he  be  (aid 
to  have  had  a(  remoter  )  hand,  in  binding  not  only  this  Daughter 
of  Abraham^  but  every  child  of  Adam  in  all  the  AflBidions,  Mala¬ 
dies,  and  Diftempers  which  befall  them  here,  and  finally  in  the 
bonds  of  Death  too,  whereof  he  is  faid  to  have  had  the  , 

power.  Tho  the  Children  of  the /ecoW  Adam^  (with  ^ 
whom,  for  this  purpofe  he  was  partaker  of  Flefti  and  Blood,  and 
became  wfith  them  a  Son  of  Abraham^znd  of  his  Seed  )  are,  by  be¬ 
ing  fo  bounds  releas’d  and  made  free,  both  from  Death,  and  the 
bondage  of  fearing  it,  to  which  they  were  otherwife  Subject  all 
their  days,  as  we  (hall  further  fee  anon. 

4.  Tho  God  do  not  ordinarily  allow  him  more  power ^  yet  we  may 
well  fiippofe  him  to  have  more  malice  againft  thefe  children  of  A- 
hraham(  who  thereby  pafs  into  the  account  of  his  o  wn  Children 
alfb)  being  more  intent  upon  vexing  and  afflidting,  whom  he  ap¬ 
prehends  or  fiifpeds  he  (hall  never  be  able  finally  to  deftroy  3  and 
always  apt  to  ufe  all  the  power  fliall  be  allow^ed  him  to  this  mif- 
chievous  purpofe.  Wennd  that  the  afBidtions  of  the  people  of 
God,  itt  other  kinds ^  and  even  in  this  kindy  are  exprefly,  often,  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  Devil.  In  other  kinds,  Satan  Jha/l  caft  fome  of  you 
intoprifon.  Revel.  2.  lO.  And  divers  think  that  thorn  in  the^  fe[h 
which  the  Apoftle  fuffered,  2  Cor.  12.  was  fome  acute  bodily 
pain,  and  he  (ays  exprefly,  it  was  a  mejfenger  of  Satan  fent  to 
buffet  him.  He,  ’tis  faid,  fmote  Job  with  the  tormenting  boils  that 
afflided  him  fo  grievoufly,  and  fo  long,  and  brought  the  other 
calamities  upon  him  that  you  read  of  in  his  Story. 

y.  And  again  it  is  further  to  be  confidercd,  that  whereas  in  all 
Difeafes,  the  Morbifick  Matter,  whether  immediate  in  Mens 
Bodies,  or  remoter  in  the  incompafling  Air,  differs  not  from 
other  matter,  otherwife  than  only  in  the  various  difpofition,  fi- 

•  B  guration 


16] 

guration  and  motion  of  parts  and  particles  whei’eof  it  Is  made  up  j 
inafimuch  as  the  Devil  is  called  the  Prince  of  the  pomr  of  the  Air, 
we  know  nothing  to  the  contrary,  but  that  he  may  frequently 
fomodifie  that,  as  that  it  fliall  have  moft  pernicious  influences  up¬ 
on  the  Bodies  of  Men,  and  upon  thofe  efpecially,  fo  far  as  God 
permits,  that  he  has  any  greater  malice  againft. 

6.  And  again,  ( fuppofing  this )  it  is  not  a  ftranger  thing  that 
God  (hould  permit  him  to  amid  the  Bodies  of  them  that  belong 
to  him,  than  to  difturb  their  minds.  Sure  their  Bodies  are  not 
more  Sacred.  If  we  fliould  fuppofe  that  he  may  fome  way  or  ' 
other  pernicioufly  agitate  the  humours  in  humane  Bodies,  ’tis  no 
harder  a  fuppofition  than  that  he  fliould  fo  varioufly  form  the 
images  in  the  fancy,  by  which  he  tempts :  for  herein  furely  he 
comes  nearer  us,  and  is  more  inward  to  us. 

yly.  Nor  is  it  lefs  fuppqfable  that  God  foould  ,  in  fome 
inftanccs.  permit  the  Devils  to  follow  their  inclinations  in 
affliding  his  people,  than  wicked  men  to  follow  theirs,  which, 
in  the  general,  carry  them  to  the  fame  thing;  when  he 
knows  how  to  turn  the  one  to  after-advantage,  as  well  as 
the  other. 

But  we  have  no  ground  to  think,  notwithftanding  all  this,  that 
the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  Providence  will  ordinarily  permit 
that  this  Agency  of  the  Devil,  in  the  mentioned  cafes,  fliould 
be  altogether  in  a  contra-natural  way ;  but  only,  by  fo  moving 
and  ading  with  natural  caufes,  that  he  may  be  alfo  obviated, 
through  the  ordinary  bleffing  of  God,  by  natural  means,  and 
caufes  too.  Much  lefs  is  it  reafonable  that  difeafes  foould  be 
themfelves  reckon’d  very  Devils,  as  was  the  opinion  of  the  Gno- 
fticks  of  old,  wherein  they  much  concurred  with  the  Mankhees, 
and  whom,  together  with  them,  the  more  honeft-minded  Pagan 
Plotinus  fo  copioufly  confutes ;  ( though  that  that  was  more  an¬ 
ciently  a  common  Opinion,  the  Septmtgms  rendring  the  word 
that  fignifies  PUguehytht  word  in  fcveral  places  of  Scrip¬ 

ture  feems  to  intimate.  But  the  commonnefi  of  fuch  an  Opinion 
in  z  darkjime,  fignifies  nothing  to  fway  ours  this  way  or  that. } 

But  whatfoever  hand  the  Devil  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  in 
their  afflidions,  or  fickneffes  that  belong  to  God,  we  are  in 
the 

ad.  place  fore.  That  our  Lord  Jefos  has  a  moft  kind  hand 
f:  whenfoever  it  is )  in  their  releafe,  which  diougli  it  were  here 

in 
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in  a  more  extraordinary  apd  immediate  way,  and  befides  the 
courfeof  nature;  tlie  difparity  in  this  cafe  fignines  nothing  to  the 
Icflening  of  the  favour,  towards  thofe  whom  he  vouchfafes  to  re¬ 
lieve  in  other  cafes  ;  for  the  influence  that  he  has  in  ordinary 
cafts  is  as  truly  divine.  If  the  cure  of  a  difeafed  perfon  be  wrought 
by  his  blelTing  upon  ordinary  natural  means,  his  cooperating  with 
nature  is  lefs  amazing,  but  not  lefs  effedtual,  or  lefs  kind ;  as  alfo 
the  efflux  from  God  is  ( for  his  own  part )  as  real,  when  he 
w’orks  with  fecond  caufes,  as  without  them  ;  and  as  immediately 
reaches  the  efifed,  in  both  the  fenfes  of  immediateneE',  whereof 
fo  much  noife  is  made  in  the  Schools. 

And  we  muft  further  know  our  Lord  Chrift  is  now  the  uni- 
verfal  Regent  of  all  Nature,  even  as  he  is  the  chrijt,  the  world 
being  devolv’d  into  his  hands,  and  all  power  being  given  to  him 
both  in  Heaven  and  Earth.  He  is  Lord  of  ad.  When  therefore 
any  ofyou  arefick,  it  is  by  his  difpolal,  if  you  are  recovered  out 
of  that  ficknefs.  Nor  is  his  Agency  lefs  or  lower,  whether  it  be 
by  bleffing  a  Medicine,  or  working  a  Miracle.  His  power  and 
love  are  the  fame  either  W'ay.  And  know,  there  is  an  honour, 
and  acknowledgment  due  from  Chriftians  to  their  great  crucifi’d 
Lord,  who  hath  founded  a  dominion  over  this  world  in  his  blood, 

who  died,  and  revived,  and  rofe  again,  that  he  might  be  Lord  of  li¬ 
ving  and  dead.  Therefore  you  are  to  reckon  you  are  beholden  to 
Chrift  for  all  your  recoveries,  and  all  your  refrelhings  that  you 
meet  with  amidft  the  many  infirmities  and  frailties  of  this  your 
prefent  mortal  ftate. 

And  if  the  releafe  be  by  death,  as  the  cafe  is,  which  we  now 
have  fpecially  to  do  with,  that  univerfal  power  of  his  over  ad  lives, 
muft  be  underftood  immediately  to  reach  to  that  cafe  too.  It  is 
he  that  meafures  lives,  that  lengthens  them  out,  and  cuts  them 
Ihorter  at  his  own  plealure.  And.  as  to  thofe  that  are  more  pe¬ 
culiarly  his  own,  it  is  a  more  peculiar,  and  favourable  fuperin- 
tendency  that  he  has  over  that  affair,  even  of  their  very  dying. 
Their  death  is  precious  in  his  fight.  He  with  a  moft_  gentle  ten¬ 
der  hand  unties  the  knot  of  Man,  releafes  and  receives  the  diE 
lodging  Soul.  Lord  Jefrn  receive  my  S^rit,z.%  dying  Stephen  fpeaks. 
But, 

sly.  We  are  to  confider  how  far  our  Lord  Jefus  his  com- 
paflion  concerns  him  in  fuch  cafes;  or  wherein  that  may  move 
him  to  interpofe  in  them  fo,  as  in  this  cafe  he  did. 

B  z  And 
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And  here  two  things  are  to  be  aflferted*  ^  ^ 

I  ft.  That  his  compaffion  has  not  fnpream  and  principal  influ¬ 
ence  in  this  Cafe. 

2ly.  That  yet  it  hath  red  influence. 

That  it  hath  not  fapream  or  principal  influence  in  fuch  Cafes, 
And  this  doth  really  require  to  be  more  principally  infifted 
on,  as  of  greater  importance  to  narrow,  terrene  minds,  that 
are  apt  to  meafure  all  things  by  themfelvesj  and  in  reference  to 
their  own  little  Sphear  and  compafs ;  and  to  themfelves  only 
in  their  prefent  State^  as  they  are  inhabitants  of  this  Minute 
Spot  of  Earth  3  as  if  all  things  ought  to  bend,  and  yield,  to 
their  prefent  convenience,  and  accommodation  here*^  whereup¬ 
on  they  wonder  when  they  are  fick,  and  in  pain,  God  doth 
not  prefently  relieve  and  eafe  them ;  and  think  they  fliould  do 
fo,  for  any  Friend  or  Neighbour,  if  it  w^re  in  their  Power. 

Know,  therefore,  ’twas  not  from  compaffion,  as  the  folitary^ 
or  as  the  chief  inducement,  that  our  Lord  did  work  this  re- 
leafe  for  this  Daughter  of  Abraham,  That  cannot  be  fuppo- 
fed.  For  he  can  never  be  underftood  to  make  a  creature^  and 
the  advantages  of  a  Creature  his  Supream  end.  That  w^ould 
have  been  to  invert  the  order  of  things,  to  dethrone  God, 
and  deifie  man,  and  had  been,  it  felf,  a  real  fort  of  that  Ido¬ 
latry,  w^hich  was  one,  among  the  many  horrid  evils,  which  he 
purpofely  came  to  redrefs,  and  give  remedy  to  in  this  apoftate 
degenerate  World.  He  had  a  greater  inducement,  i,  e,  That^ 
he  might  diffufe  the  Glory  of  God  among  the  Children  oi 
Men  5  and  that  he  might  give  evidence  thereby,  to  the  Truth 
of  his  own  Miffion,  and  prove  moft  convincingly,  that  he  was 
the  Mefiah^  the  Son  of  God^  the  very  Perfon  that  was  anoint¬ 
ed,  and  fent  about  that  great  undertaking,  to  recover  Gods 
rights  in  this  lapfed  World,  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation 
between  God  and  Men-  And  upon  this  account,  wffien  he 
wrought  cures  upon  mens  Bodies,  it  was  out  of  an  higher  com¬ 
paffion  to  their  Souls. 

^  And  tho’  even  this  it  felf  of  faving  Mens  Souls  was  not 
his  higheft  defign,  but  the  ^  Glory  of  God  ( as  we  ftiall  fee  fur¬ 
ther  by  and  by)  yet  it  being  truly  deftgn'd  by  him,  and  more 
principally  than  their  bodily  eafe  and  relief,  this  was  an  apt 
means  to  this  his  lower  end.  For,  whereas,  in  order  to  this, 
he  was  to  manifeft  himfelf  a  Divine  Saviour^  T\yas  requifite  he 

fliould 
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fhould  give  a  joint,  _  and  an  equal  demonftration  of  the  two 
things,  which  his  being  fo  implies,  h\s  Godlike  Pomr,  and  Love, 
The  former  alone  it  did  not  ftrve  his  purpofe  to  drew,  which 
he  might  have  diewn  as  much  by  inflicting  plagues  on  mens 
bodies,  as  working  cures,  by  ftriking  them  with  blindnefs, 
lamenefi,  &c.  as  by  giving  theif!_  fight  and  foundnefs.  But  it 
was  necefl&ry  to  his  end,  his  Miracles  fliould  be  beneficent, 
and  that  he  fliould  (as  it  is  elfewhere  faid  in  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Story  he  did  )  go  about  doing  good,  and  not  make  men 
afraid  of  him,  by  fliewing  the  Power  of  a  God  in  deflructive 
ftrokes  and  judgments ;  but,  ( which  became  a  Saviour )  ex- 
prefs  a  divine  good-mil  towards  men,  and  thereby  make  his  way 
into  their  Hearts,  bring  them  to  underfiand,  and  own  a  Savi¬ 
our,  and,  as  fuch,  to  fall  in,  and  comply  with  his  kind  defiga 
towards  them.  And  this,  as  it  ferv’d  to  exalt  God  in  the 
World,  chiefly  induc’d  him  to  work  this  prefent  cure.  If  his 
compaflion  towards  a  poor  afflicted  woman,  labouring  under 
bofflly  infirnaity,  were  his  principal  inducement,  if  therefore, 
flie  muft  be  prefently  cured  out  of  hand,  even  on  the  Sabbath 
day,  becaufe  (he  had  been  now  bound  eighteen  years ;  Why,  I 
pray  you,  was  Ihe  to  have  been  bound  eighteen  years  ?  or  why 
bound  at  all }  His  Divine  Knowledge  of  the  cafe,  and  power  to 
have  redreft,  or  prevented  it,  had  as  well  ferv’d  his  compaflio- 
nate  inclination  long  before.  Or  why  was  not  fuch  a  courfe  for¬ 
merly  fet  on  foot,  and  continued  in  the  world,  that  men  might 
be  cured  of  Blindnefs,  Deafnefs,  Lamenefs,  Feavers,  Dropfies, 
or  whatfoever  other  Maladies,  eafily,  and  by  fpeaking  a  word, 
in  any  former  time?  Why  was  it  deferr’d  to  this  time?  Or 
why  hath  not  fuch  a  courfe  been  kept  afoot  ever  fince  his 
afcenfion.^  Hath  Heaven  render’d  him  leis  merciful,  and  com- 
paffionate?  Is  it  fo  unkind  and  ill-natur’d  a  place? 

’Tis  true  that  his  apology  for  the  cure  he  now  wrought  to 
this  Ruler  of  the  Synagogue,  feems  to  have  no  higher  reference, 
nor  was  he  bound,  unfeafonably,  to  declare  his  utmofl;  end  and 
defign,  to  a  prejudic’d,  malicious  Enemy.  That  was  to  fpeak^ 
it  felf,  to  fliine  by  it’s  own  light,  and,  by  fuch  means,  and 
methods  as  thefe,  gradually  to_  make  it's  own  way  into  lefsr 
obftructed  minds,  infenfibly  Aiding  in  upon  them ;  which  might 
better  be  done  (time  being  given  at  leifure  toconfider  things) 
by  the  real  evidence  which  his  works  carry’d  with  them,  than 
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by  induftrious,  and  often-repeated  verbal  Commentaries  and  Ex- 
pojitions. 

He  fometimes  fpake  it  out  exprefly,  as  he  thought  fit,  to 
competent,  and  more  prepared  hearers,  that  his  great  defign  was 
to  make  himfelf,  and  his  errand  be  underftood ;  who  he  was, 
and  what  he  came  into  the  World  for ;  that  he  was  the  Son  of 
Cod,  the  promifed  Meffiah  ^  and  that  his  bufinefs  wasw/^w 
that  mere  lofi ;  and  to  reftore  Gods  incereft  in  an  Apqftate  loft 
world  t  whofe  rights  were  to  be  cared  for  in  the  firft  place. 
He  redeemed  us  to  God  by  his  blood,  Rev.  5.  9-  )  for  the  glory 
of  God,  as  he  fumm’d  it  up,  in  the  cafe  of  Laz.arus,  when  he  was 
told  of  his  being  fick,  Joh,  li.  4.  This  jjcknefs  is  not  unto  death 
(  i.  e.  it  was  not  to  terminate  in  a  continuing  death )  but^  for  the 
Glory  of  God,  that  the  Son  of  man  might  be  Glorifd,  thelameac- 
count  which  this  E-vangetifi  gives  of  all  thefe  bis  great  works,  and 
w'hy  they  were  recorded,  that  we  might  believe  that  Jefus  was  the 
Chrift,  the  Son  of  God.  &c.  chap,  20.  30.  And  otherwife  was  it  fo 
conliderable  a  thing,  that  a  man  well  got  out  of  this  fearful  gulf, 
as  Lazarus  now  was,  fhould  be  fetcht  back  again  1  that  fo  mighty 
a  wonder  fliould  be  wrought  1  that  the  inclofure  of  the  grave 
fhould  be  torn  open  1  and  the  releafed  Soul  fhould  be  again  drawn 
down,  as  a  bird  efcaped,  caught  back  into  it  s  former  confine¬ 
ment,  to  converfe  a  while  longer  amidftthe  impurities  of  a 
lying  in  wickgdnefs,  and  with  fhadows,  in  a  world  the  fajhion  whereof 
pajfes  away  1 

No ;  Miracles  w'ere  not  fo  cheap  things.  We  may  obfcrve  the 
great  and  wife  God  hath,  for  great  and  weighty  reafons,  been  al- 
w'ays  very  fparing  in  making  very  obfervable  innovations  upon  Na¬ 
ture,  or  any  conliderable  changes  in  the  ordinary  courfe  and  me¬ 
thod  of  Natural  Caufes,and  their  Operations;as  a  thing  left  fiutable 
to  a  ft  ate  of  probation,  wherein  men  were  to  be  held  in  this  world. 
And  hath  only  been  wont  to  do  it,  where  the  inconvenience  was 
to  be  ballanced  by  preponderating  greater  reafons-,  which  might 
as  much  require  that  he  fhould  depart  from  the  fixed  rule  fame- 
times,  as  other  reafons  might,  that  he  fhould  not  do  it  often.  It 
was  equally  neceflary  that  miracles  fhould  not  be  common,  as 
shat  there  fhould  be  any  wrought  at  all,  and  in  great  part  for 
the  fame  reafon.  For  if  they  were  common,  they  muft  lofe  the 
only  defign,  for  which  they  could  be  at  all  uferul.  If  God  fliould 
do,  in  this  kind,  what  is  not  necejfary,  he  Ihould  the  left  efledt 

by 
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by  it  that  which  is.  Inafmuch  as  they  are  only  ufefal,  as  they  are 
ftrange,  and,  in  the  natural  way,  unaccountable.  But  there  is 
nothing  fo  great  in  this  kind,  but  ceafes  to  be  thought  ftrange, 
if  it  be  common.  Other  wife,  is  not  the  forming  of  the  eye.,  in 
itfelf  as  great  a  thing,  as  to  give  fight  to  the  blind  ?  Or  the  framing 
fucn  a  world  as  this,  as  great  a  thing,  as  the  moft  fiupendous 
miracle  that  ever  was  wrought  in  it  ? 

It  was  indeed  neceflary  fomewhat  extraordinary  fhould  at  firft 
be  done  to  demonftrate  that  man,  Jefus  of  Naz.areth,  to  be  the 
Son  of  Cod,  which  it  wat  impolTible  ihould  otherwife  be  known. 
When  that  was  fully  done,  it  was  not  necefiary  there  (hould  ftill 
be  a  repetition  of  miracles,  from  age  to  age,  to  prove  the  for¬ 
mer  were  wrought,  or  the  truth  of  the  narratives,  which  re¬ 
ported  them.  That  was  fufficiently  to  be  known  in  the  ordinary 
w’ay,  as  other  matters  of  fad  are,  or  other  hiftory,  about  which 
there  is  no  doubt  made  among  men.  And  the  hiftory  of  thefe 
things  has  greater  advantages  to  recommend  it  to  the  certain 
belief  of  after  time,  than  moft  that  ever  were  writ  befides,  up¬ 
on  many  accounts.  It  was  indeed  moft  becoming  the  Majefty, 
Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  of  God  ( taken  together  )  to  do  what 
might  anfwer  the  real  necelfitiesof  menwhomhe  wasdefigning 
tofave^  but  not  to  indulge  their  curiofity,  nor  their  unaccount¬ 
able  dulnefs,  floth,  or  prejudice,  whereby  they  maybe  unapt 
to  enquire  about,  or  receive  plain  things. 

Therefore  miracles  were  to  be  done,  as  rarities,  fometimes, 
not  at  all  times,  and  at  fuch  a  time,  and  upon  fuch  an  occafion 
moft  of  all,  to  notifie,  and  fignalize  the  Redeenaer,  at  his  firft 
appearance,  to  draw  mens  eyes  upon  him,  that  they  might 
take  notice  of  him,  and  demean  themfelvcs  towards  him  accord¬ 
ingly.  This  was  to  be  done  fufficiently  once  for  all.  And  the 
great  fiupidity  of  the  World  made  a  matter  which  needed  fame 
fupernatural  evidence,  need  fo  much  in  that  kind.  Except  yon 
fee  fgns  and  wonders,  you  will  not  believe.  And  if  he  did  fb  far 
comply  wnth  the  neceffity  of  degenerate  humanity,  as  to  give 
once  fome  fignal  convidiive  evidence  that  he  was  the  Chrift, 
the  divine  Wifdom  w'ould  take  care  it  lliould  not  be  fo  of¬ 
ten  done,  as  to  become  trivial,  and  infignificant  to  it’s  proper 
end;  the  importance  whereof  was  fuch,  as  that  it  ought  to 
tranfcend  any  regard  to  the  welfare  of  mens  bodies ;  but  not 
to  exclude  it ;  which  we  DOW  come  briefly  to  (hew  in  the  nexc 
place,  vix..  '  ‘  3?  That; 


2.  That  tho’  compaffion  towards  an  infirm  creature,  under 
bodily  diftemper,  was  not  the  principal  indncement  unto  this  cure, 
it  was  a  real  one.  Our  Lord  doth  really  compaflionate  th^  frailties 
of  thofe  that  relate  to  him,  while  they  dwell  in  mortal  flefli. 
He  himfelf  hears  oar  Jicknefes,  He  has  a  tendernefs  towards  them, 
even  while  he  doth  not  think  it  fit  actually  to  releafe,  and  fet 
them  free  ;  which  makes  way  to  what  was  propofed  in  the  laft 
place  to  be  infilled  on,  as  preparatory  to  the  intended  ufe. 

4.  That  in  what  way  foever  our  Lord  Jefm  works  a  releafe  for 
them  that  are  moft  fpe dally  his  own^  from  their  bodily  diftempers^ 
doth  it  in  mercy  to  them.  He  lets  their  affliction  continue  upon 
them  in  mercy  greater  mercy,  indeed,  than  would  be  in  an  un- 
feafonable  deliverance.  But  when  he  fees  it  a  fit  feafon  to  give 
them  a  releafe,  that  is  an  unqueftionable  mercy  too  5  tho’  it  be 
not  in  fuch  a  way,  as  appears  fuch  to  vulgar  eyes. 

It  is  more  cafily  apprehenfible  to  be  from  compaffion,  if  he 
relieve^^a  poor,  pained,  weak,  languilliing,  fickly  creature,  by 
giving  renewed  flrength,  and  eafe,  and  health  in  this  world. 
But  when  the  releafe  is  by  death,  as  in  the  cafe  we  have  under 
our  farther  prefent  confideration,  it  is  hard  to  perfwade  that  this 
is  done  in  mercy ;  that  there  is  compaffion  in  this  cafe.There  is  ’tis 
true  in  this  a  manifeft  difparity,  but  not  a  difadvantageous  one. 
Is  it  a  lefs  thing,  to  releafe  an  holy  foul  from  the  body  xhm  from 
bodily  diftempers?lt  can  only  be  fo  in  the  opinion  of  fuch  blind  moles 
of  the  earth,  as  the  children  of  men  are  nov/  generally  become. 
But  let  the  cafe  be  confidered  according  to  it  s  true  andi  real 
import.  Why  !  a  recovery  from  fchpefs  is  but  an  adjournment  of 
death  3  ’tis  but  death  defer’d  a  while.  When  there  is  a  releafe 
wrought  in  fuch  a  way  as  this,  in  which  hers  was  wrought, 
whom  God  hath  lately  taken  from  amongft  us  5  here  is  a  cure, 
not  only  of  one  bodily  diflemper,  but  of  all  3  not  only  of  ahbual 
difeafednefsy  but  of  the  poffihility  of  ever  being  difeafed  more  •y  here 
is  a  cure  wrought,  not  only  of  infirmity,  but  of  death  .*  for  the 
Saints  conquer  death  by  fuffering  it ;  Yea  a  cure,  not  of  death 
only,  but  of  mortality^  of  any  liablenefs  to  death,  fo  as  it  can 
never  touch  them  more  3  Yea  further,  not  only  oi bodily  difeafesy 
but  of  Spiritual  too,  far  worfe,  and  more  grievous  than  all  bodily 
difeafes  whatfoever3  acureofblindnefsof  mind,  deadnefs,  and 
hardnefs  of  heart,  of  all  indifpofitions  towards  God,  his  ways, 
and  prefence,  towards  the  moft  fpiritual  duties,  and  the  beft, 

and 


C'j] 

md  moft  excellent  of  cur  enjoyments.  T\\Qhodyof  sln^  and  the, 
'frsortal  body  are  both  puc  ofF  together.  The  imprifoned  foul  is 
fet  free,  and  enters  upon  a  fcate  of  everlafting  liberty,  is  releaj^i: 
from  the  bands  of  deaths  of  whacfoever  kind,  and  in  the  higheft, 
fuilefc  (enfe,  fliall  in  life,  thorough  Jefm  Chfijt.  What  is 
the  deceafe  of  a  Saint,  butatranflationoucofavailey  of  death, 
a  Golgotha^  a  place  of  Skulls,  a  region  where,  death  reigns,  into 
the  region  ofperfedand  everlafting  life?  It  is  not  to  be  called 
death  fmply  or  ahfohitely^  but  with  diminution  5  ’tis  death  only 
in  a  csrtainrefpeU:^  W’hen  in  an  higher^  andmach  more  confiderable  ref- 
it  is  a  birth  rather  3  a  dying  out  of  one  world,  and  a  being  born 
at  the  fame  time,  into  another,  a  much  more  lightfome,  a  purer, 
and  more  glorious  world.  The  foulis cured  in  a  moment,  of 
whatfoever  was  grievous  or  afflicting  to  it,  and  the  body  put 
into  a  certain  way  of  cure,  of  being  made  from  an  earthly,  mean, 
mortal  thing,  heavenly,  fpiritual,  incorruptible,  and  immortaU 
from  a  vile,  a  glorious  body,  like  C  hr  if  s  own,  and  by  that  power, 

by  which  he  can  fab  due  all  things  to  himfelf,  Phil.  3-21. 

* 

Andnow^  forUfe. 

I.  Learn,  That  there  isnoinconffencyinthecafe,  that  the  fame 
perfon  fjould  he  at  once  the  fabjefl  of  long  continued  bodily  affliction, 
and  of  divine  compaffion.  Thefe  are  reconcilable  things,  fickly 
languiihings,  under  which  one  may  be  ready  to  fail,  and  com- 
paffions  that  fail  not-  This  is  a  common  Theme  ^  but  the  due  con- 
ftderation  of  it  is  too  little  common.  Let  it  now  be  confidered  with 
impartial  equity,  and  with  deep  ferioufnefs.  Do  you  think  the 
all-comprehending  mind  of  the  Son  of  God  now  firft  began  to 
pity  this  daughter  of  Abraham  s'  While  he  w^as  not  yet  afcended, 
this  attribution  is  given  him;  Otherwife,  no  doubt,  than  as  a 
falfe  complemient ;  Lord  thou  knowefi  all  things —  Since  his 
afcenfion,  we  are  d.ifmodht\.di\\  a  feeling  of  our  infirmities,  fo  as 
to  be  toucht  with  them,  a  continuing  fympathy,  remembring 
the  inconveniences  of  that  ftatehe  hadpaft  thorough  (  as  fhe 
once,  non  ignara  mali&cc- )  and  is  always  ready,  therefore,  to  do 
the  part  of  a  faithful  and  merciful  high  Prieft.  Before  his  defeent, 
wemuft,  with  equal  reafon,  fuppofe  him  to  have  an  mire  profpeEt 
of  the  fad  cafe  of  wretched  mortals,  in  this  miferable  world  of’ 
ours. What  elfe  made  him  dtfcendi And  after  that  he  was  defeended, 
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this  marR  could  not  but  lye  ftill  before  the  eye  of  his  divine  mind’' 

to  which  all  his  works  were  known  from  the  beginning  of  the  world- 
Yet  the  cure  is  dcfer’d,  the  releafe  is  not  given  till  the  appointed 
feafon.  When  it  is  the  cafeof  anyof  you  to  be  afflided  with 
long  fickneft,  and  to  feel  thetedioufnefs  of  a  lingering  difeafc 
('count  upon  it  that  it  may  be  fo,  as’ds  like,  it  hath  been  with 
divers  of  you  •,  )  Do  not  then  permit  the  matter  to  the  cenfure 
of  an  incompetent,  partial  Judge.  If  you  confult  flefh  and  blood,  if 
jenfe  be  to  pronouiice  in  the  cafe,  and  give  judgment,  how  hard 
will  it  be  to  perfwade  that  you  are  not  negledfed  m  your  languifli- 
ings,  that  your  groans  and  faintings  are  unpity’d  ;  tho’  you  are 
fo  plainly  told,  that  whom  the  Lord  loves  he  chaflens  ?  Are  you  not 
ready  to  fay,  how  can  this  hand  wdth  being,  at  the  famie  time, 
the  objedt  of  divine  pity  ?  If  he  pity  me,  would  he  let  me  lye, 
and  languid!  thus,  in  fo  mdferablea  plight,  day  after  day, -and 
year  after  year  ?  Yes*,  thefethingsvery  well  agree,  and  I  would 
fain  fliortly  evince  to  you  that  they  do.  Why  J 

I.  His  Compaffion  may  fufficiently  be  Evidenc’d  in  ano¬ 
ther  kind,  and  by  another  fort  of  inflances.  Sure,  it  wdll  fpeafc 
compaffion,  if  he  frequently  vifit  his  frail  infirm  creatures,,  and 

by  his  vifitation'preferve  their  fpirits,  if  he  fitpport  them,  if  he  re- 
frefh  them,  this  is  grace.  My  grace  jhali  be  fuffcknt  for  thee,  faith 
he  to  the  great  Apoflle,  when  he  refufed  to  releafe  him  from 
that  thorn  in  the  fejh,  that  ^meffenger  of  Satan  that  did  buffet 
him. 

St.  BefldtS,  compaffion  may  appear  by  this  kind  of  difpenfation  it 
felf.  It  may  not  only  carry  that  with  it,  but  in  it,  which  may  fliew 
good  will.  If  long  continued  afflidion  may  be  fuppofed  to  pro¬ 
ceed  from  compaffion,  it  doth  much  m.ore  confft  with  it.  It  may  pro¬ 
ceed  from  compaffion,  and  bear  the  relation  to  it  of  an  effedt  to 
the  caufe.  We  find  it  exprefly  fo  faid  in  Scripture ;  and  who  can 
fo  truly  fpeak  Gods  mind  ashimfelf.?  He  affiiUs  in  very  faithfal- 
tiefs  5  and,  as  many  as  the  Lord  loves,  he  chaflens,  and  fcottrges  every 
[on  whom  he  receives,  Prov.  3.  12,  quoted,  Heb.  12.5,6.  Lev.  5. 
Afflidiori  muft  be  the  elFeft  of  his  real,  and  moft  fincere  good 
will,  and  compaffion,  tho’  of  long  continuance,  if  it  be  apt,  and 
intended  to  do  you  good,  in  higher,  and  in  greater  regards,  than 
thofe  wherein  you  fuffer;  or  if  the  good  your  afflidtion  does  you, 
or  is  fitly  defign’d  to  do  you  be  of  a  nobler,  and  more  excellent 
kind,  than  that  whereof  it  deprives  you,  it  muft  be  anderftood,not 
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only  to  be  confident  with  kindnefs  and  good  will,  but  to  be  pro¬ 
duc’d  of  it.  For  the  fame  principle  that  intends  the  end,  mu(i  alfo 
intend  the  proper  means  that  ferve  to  effed  it.  Now  the  kjr!d  of 
this  good  is  thus  to  be  eflimated.  You  read  'PfaL  103.  5.^^  a  father 
pities  his  children^  fo  the  Lord  pities  them  that  fear  him.  As  a  father. 

The  relation  he  is  in  to  them  is  that  of  a  father  to  his  children. 
But  we  mu  ft  underftand,  under  what  notion,  he  is  fo  related,  and 
we  are  told,  Heh,  12,  10.  Furthermore^  we  have  had  fathers  of  our 

fiejh,  which  correLled  us^  and.  we  gave  them  reverence  :  Shall  we  not  then 
much  rather  be  in  fuhjetlion  to  the  father  of  our  fpirits^  and  live  L  For 
theyy  verily.,  for  a  few  daysy  chaftened  us  after  their  own  pleafure  j  but  he 
for  our  profit.,  that  we  might  be  partakers  of  his  holinefs.  We, have  here 
an  account  where  the  relation  terminates,  and  fee  both  the  objeSt 
of  his  more  fpecial  kindnefs  and  good  will,  which  accompany  the 
relation,  and  the  end  of  it.  He  is  the  father  of  their  fpirits ;  whence, 
therefore,  we  may  colled  the  ohje^  of  that  love  which  goes  with 
the  relation  muft  be  their  fpirits  alfo  5  the  end  of  it  is  their  fpiritual 
advantage  3  to  make  them  partaJzers  of  his  own  holinefs.  His  holinefs  !  J 

is  a  lofty  word,  and  carries  the  matter  high.  Underftanding  it  fo» 
berly  f  as  we  may  be  fure  it  was  meant )  it  muft  figniiie  the  ho¬ 
linefs,  which  he  hath  himfelf  impreft,  and  the  impreffion  whereof 
is  the  lively  refemblance  and  image  of  his  own.  And  is  not  this 
of  a  nobler,  and  more  excellent  than  we  can  lofeby 
a  ficknefs  ?  better  than  the  eafe  of  this  vile  fleih,  that  was  made 
out  of  duft,  and  tends  thither?  The  objed  is  their  fpirits for 
there  the  kindnefs  that  belongs  to  the  relation  muft  termi¬ 
nate,  where  the  relation. terminates.  How  much  more  jhall  we 
not  be  fubjebt  to  the  father  of  our  fpirits,  and  live  f  The  father  of 
our  fpirits  is  there  contradiftiogoilhc  from  the  fathers  of  oar 
fleih.  God  is  not  the  father  of  our  flelli  3  but  the  father  of 
our  fpirits.  He  is  the  Creator  of  our  fleih  coo  ;  our  fleih  is 
his  creature,  but  not  his  ojffpring.  There  muft  be  a  fimilitude, 
and  likenefs  of  nature  between  a  father  and  a  child,  which 
there  is  not  necelfarily,  between  a and  the  thing  made. 
In  refped  of  our  fpiritual  part,  we  are  his  offofpriog,  and  he 
is  fo  a  father  to  us  3  both,  as  the  Souls  of  men  in  common 
bear  his  natural  Images.,  and,  if  they  be  regenerate,  as  they 
bear  his  holy  Image  too.  And  the  cafe  may  be  fo,  that  the 
luffering  of  our  fleOi  is  neceffary  for  the  advantage  of  our  fpi« 
riis.  Our  fleih  may  fuifer  fo,  as  that  the  ipiric  (hall  be  the 
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better  for  If,  and  then  pity  it  felf,  compaffionit  felf  muft  not 
only  permit j  but  canfe  and  produce  fuch  a  courfe  of  dlfpenfation^ 
as  whereby  that  end  fhall  be  attained,  the^  making  us  partakers 
of  his  holimfs  *,  fo  the  Apoftlo  fpeaks  of  his  owa  cafe  :  Thoagh 
our  outward  man  perijh^  yet  our  inward  man  is  renewed  day  by 
day,  2  Cor.  4.  1 5.  Though  our  outward  man  perijh  ^Wearecoiiv- 
pafs’d  about  with  Deaths  that  are  continually  beating  down 
the  Walls  of  this  outward  man;  they  are  beating  upon  it, 
and  are  likely  to  infer  ic's.perUhing ;  and  if  it  perifli,  let  it 
perifli,  I  am  not  follicitous  (  d. )  about  that.  If  it  muft 
come,  down,  let  it  comedown;  in  the  midft  of  all  thefe  out¬ 
ward  aflaults,  our  inward  man  is  renewed  day  by  day,  gathers 
a  frefli,  and  increahng  ftrength,  and  vigour,  whilft  this  om- 
ward  man  is  tending  to  dillblutlon  and  dull.  And  feveral 
ways  fuch  continued  afflidlions  upon  the  outw'ard  man,,  may 
make  for  the  advantage  of  .the  inward  man  in  the  beft 
kind. 

1.  As  they  withdrawv  and  take  off  the  Mind  and  Heart 
from  this  World*,  a  debafing  and  defiling  thing,  and  which 
transforms  the  Soul  that  conrerfes  too  much  wdth  it,  into  a 
Dunghil,^  fiUs  it  with  ill  favour.  But  what  doth  all  this 
World  lignifie  to  a  fickly  pained  Perfon  ? 

2.  As  it  engages  them  to  be  much  in  Prayer.  Nothing  Is 
more  futable,  than  that  an  afflicted  Life  be  a  Life  of  much 
Prayer.  Is  any  man  affliQed,  let  him  pray.  Jam.  5.  1 3.  Much  affli¬ 
ction  hath  a  natural  aptitude  to  incline  men  this  way.  In  their 
affiiEiion,  they  wiH  feek^me  early,  Hof  5.15.  It  is  a  dictate  of  nature, 
even  when  Grace ,  as  yet,  hath  no  pofl'effion ;  but  which, 
through  Gods  bleffing,  may,  by  this  means,  help  to  introduce 
it.  For  it  urges  the  Soul  Godward,  who  is  the  God  of  ail 
Grace ;  obliges  it  to  converfe  with  him,  whereby  fomewdiat 
better  may  be  gained  than  is  fought;  In  their  afflictions  they 
will  be  fubmiffive  and  lye  at  my  feet,  faith  God ;  they  will 
feeh,me  early,  from  whom,  otherwife,  I  fflould  never  hear,  it 
may  be,  all  their  Life  long.  Oh  1  that  you  would  underfland 
the  matter  fo,  when  God  afflicts  in  fuch  kinds,  fo  as  his  hand 
touches  your  very  bone  and  flelli;  this  is  the  defign  of  it,' to 
make  you  pray,  to  bring  you  upon  your  knees,  to  put  you 
into  a  fupplicating  pofture,  if  he  can,  upon  any  terms,  hear 
from  you,  tho'  you  feek  him  but  for  bodily  eafe  and  refrelL- 
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ing.  It  may  be  a  means  of  the  greateft  advantage  toyoUj  ^re 
God  have  done  with  you,  when  once^vhe  has  brought  you, 
by  this  means  to  treat  5  when  he  has  got  you  into  a  more 
tractable  dlfpofition,  there  is  hope  in  the  cafe.  If  thus  he 
open  your  ear  to  Dijcipline^  and  he  to  you  an  interpreter,  onf  of  a 
thoufand,  to  few  you  his  Righteoufnefs,  he  may  feaL  infiruhlion  ta 
you,  and  fave  your  Soul  from  going  down  to  the  Pit,  having  found  ^ 
a  ranfom  for  you.  Job  33*  ^5* 

But  for  thofe  that  have  a  real  Intered  in  God,  and  Union 
with  Chrift,  that  which  ^  occafions  mauch  Prayer,  is  likely  to  be 
the  means  of  much  fpiritual  improvement,  and  advantage  to 
them. 

3.  It  puts  feveral  fuitable  Graces  upon  exercife,  and  by  be¬ 
ing  exercifed  they  grow.  It  tries  ih€\v  Faith,  and  improves 
it.  "Faith  is,  in  fuch  a  c^fe  as  this,  neceffarily  called  forth  im, 
to  act,  if  there  be  the  principle  5  and  as  it  alts,  it  grows  5  be¬ 
comes  more  and  more  ftrong  and  lively.  Their  Patience 
^  is  exercifed  by  it,^  and  perfected  5  and  that  has  a  great  influ¬ 
ence  upon  their  univerfal  perfection.  Let.  patience  have  ids  per- 
fehh  workj,  that  you  may  he  perfeEh^  Jam.  I.  2,  3,4.  There  wdll 
be  an  uijjverfal  languor  (  as  if  he  fliould  have  faid  )  upon  your 
Spirits,  if  you  be  impatient  3  if  you  cannot  fuffer  (  as  patience 
is  an  ability  for  fuffering )  if  you  can  by  no  means  endure, 
without  tempeftuous  agitations,  or  fallen  defpondencies  of  Spi¬ 
rit.  But  if  Patience  have  ids  perfeEi  Work,  that  will  infer  an 
univerfal  healthfulnefs,  and  good  habit  into  your  whole  Soul. 

Their  Love  to  God  is,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  eminently  tried,  and  - 
‘  improved.  Bleffed  is  the  man  that  endures  Temptation  (  tenta-^ 
live  afHidion  is  there  meant,  as  above,  verf  2, )  For  when  he 
is  tryed,  he  jhail  receive  the  Crown  of  Life,  which  the  Lord  hath 
promifed  to  them  that  love  him,  Jam.  I.  12.  Which  implies  their 
'  love  to  him  is  the  great  thing  put  upon  trial,  in  that  cafe. 
And,  it  is  a  great  trial  of  Love  to  God  3^  a  very  improvable 
opportunity  of  difeerning  it’s  fincericy,  vyhen,  upon  a  long  affli¬ 
ction,  you  can  appeal  to  God,  and  fay,  Thou  knowefi  Hove  thee  3 
tho'  thou  finite  and  kill,  I  will  flill  love  thee.  Kb  difeontent-  • 
ful  motion,  no  repining  thought  fliall  ever  be  allowed  a  place 
ill  my  bread:  3  there  may  be  fighs,  but  no  niiirmiiriags ;  groans, 
but  no  tumults,  nothing  of  difpleafure  agaiaft  thy  Holy  Plea- 
fure. 
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4.  Itoccafions  fachto  live  much  upon  the  borders  of  Eternity. ' 
Under  affikHon  we  look  not  to  the  things  that  are  feen  and  Tern- 
poraU  hut  to  the  things  that  are  imfeen  and  Eternal^  which  make 
US  count  our  afflidtion,  tho\long^  but  moment  any ^  2  Cor.  4* 

18,  And  thofe  Souls  will  proiper,  and  that  have  fo 

unfpeakably  more  to  do  with  the  other  World  than  with  this. 
"Tis  in  this  way,  that  the  afflidions  of  this  prefent  ftate  do  ' 

work^for  as  the  far  more  exteeding^  and  eternal  weight  of  Glorjy 
ver.  17.  as  they  dired  our  eye  forward,  while  we  look^,  ver* 
j8.  not  to  the  things  which  feen,  which  are  hat  temporal^ 
bat  to  the  things,  which  are  anfeen,  and  eternal.  Life  and  Spi¬ 
rit,  ftrength  and  vigour  enter  {q,  d.)  at  our  eye,  which  is 
prompted  by  the  horrour  of  frightful  fpectacles  in  this  fcene 
of  things,  to  look  to  another,  where  all  things  appear  light- 
fome,  pleafanr,  and  glorious. 

There  are  other  confideratipns,  whereby  you  might  argue 
to  your  felves,  not  only  the  confiftency,  but^  the  great  fuita- 
blenefs  of  an  afflicted  ftate  in  this  World,  with  Gods  Favour, 
Kindnefs,  and  Compaflion  towards  you. 

As  that  when  he  is  more  highly  provolfd,  he  threatens  not  to 
affiihd,  as  the  heavieft  of  penalties,  ^^  hy  jhoald  they  he  [mitten 
any  more  Ifi.  I.  5*  ^  more  panijh  yoar  Daughters,  ScC, 

Hof.  4,  14.  Ephraim  is  joined  to  Idols,  let  him  alone,  ver,  17. 

That  his  Covenant  obliges  him  to  it,  as  to  them,  who  are,  on 
ftricter  terms,  in  Covenant  with  him,  Chrifis  own  feed  being 
iignifi’d  by  Davids,  as  by  David  is  manifeftly  Chrtfl  himfelf, 
Tfal,  89.  Where  you  may  fee-fflow,  and  after  what  tenour 
his  Covenant  runs,  30.  31, 3 93, 34. 

According  whereto  he  himfelf  elfewhere  acknowledges, 

that  in  very  faithfalnefs  God  had  affixed  him,  Pial.  II9. yy. 

That,  in  experience,  we  are  apt  to  grb  v  remifs,  fecure 
and  negligent,  when  all  things  are  externally  well  with  us. 
And  let  us  but  appeal  to  our  felves,  how  much  a  wakeful 
temper  of  Spirit,  under  afflidion,  is  better  than  carelefnefs, 
and  vanity  of  Mind,  accompany 'd  with  flefflly  eafe  and  plea- 
fore.  . 

That  we  can  our  felves  eafily  apprehend  that  it  may,  not 
only  confift  with  the  tendernels  of  a  Parent,  to  have  the 
wound  of  a  Child  fearclfd,  tho’  with  much  pain,  but  pro¬ 
ceed  from  it. 


That 


C  19  I  _ 

That  in  heaven  our  judgment  of  things  will  be  right  and 
incorrupt ,  where  fliall  apprehend  no  caiife  of  complaint, 
that,  through  many  licknefTes,  difeafes,  and  death  it  felf,  our 
w^ay  was  made  for  us  thither.  And  if  that  lhall  then  be  a 
true  jpidgment,  the  thingit  felfmuftbe  as  true  wir.  But  thefe  I 
haftily  hint,  and  pafs  to  lome  further  ufe. 

We  may,  next,  colledt,  that  fince  it  is  out  of  doubt, 
the  Devil  may  have  fome  hand  in  our  outward  afflidtion  ,  we  are 
concern’d  to  take  fo  much  the  more  care,  that  he  may  not 
have  his  end  upon  us  by  it.  An  hand  he  may  have  and 
we  cannot  determine  how  far,  but  whether  it  be  more  or 
lefi ,  great  care  we  are  concern’d,  to  take  how  to  frufij*ate 
his  defign.  He  has  the  moft  mifchievous  ends  that  can  be, 
and  dehgns  worfe  things  to  us  than  the  afflidtion ,  which  is 
the  means ,  whatfoever  that  be.  He  would  fain  engage  us 
in  a  controverfie  with  God ;  wmld  have  us  contend  wdtii 
him ,  murmur  ,  fret ,  blafpheme  and  curfe  God ,  and  here¬ 
with  fend  out  our  laid,  and  dying  breath.  That  was  hisde- 
fign  upon  Job.  Let  us  labour  to  fruftrate  it^  as  he  did.  Di¬ 
vers  of  the  AntlentS  (  Juflin  Martyr^  Jerome^  Cyprian  and 
fiin)  fpeak  much  to  this  purpofe,  how  great  a  defign  the 
Devil  drives  in  being  the  Author  of  ficknelTes  and  difeafes 
to  men ,  that  he  might  make  them  apply  themfelves  to  him, 
and  divert  from  God,  as  that  wicked  Prince  did,  whom  by 
the  Prophet  w^e  find  fo  lliarply  reprov’d  for  it,  as  if  there 
were  no  God  in  Jfraeh  that  he  went  to  the  God  of  Ekron  (  fome 
D^mon,  or  other  as  we  have  reafon  to  think. ) 

The  laft  mentioned  of thofe  Authors  fpeaks  of  it,  as  juft  mat¬ 
ter  of  Excommunication,  when  thofe  that  bear  the  name  of  ChrL 
ftians,  ftiall  in  fuch  cafes,  ufe  means  bearing  no  natural  proportion 
or  accommiodatenefs  to  the  end ,  charms ,  fpells,  ^^,  for  eafe, 
or  cure  of  maladies  5  whereim  no  relief  could  realooably  be 
expeded,'  but  from  the  Devils  agency^  wiio  may  be  ofS- 
cious  enough,  if,  efpecially,  he  have  fir  ft  hurt,  to  heal 
too  5  that  by  pradifing  upon  their  bodies ,  he  may  entan¬ 
gle  their  fouls;  and  (according  to  his  wont  of  running  coun¬ 
ter  to  God, 'who  wounds  that  he  may  the  more  effedmal- 
ly  heal  and  fave  )  bya  prefent  temporary  core,  vv^qund  mortallyg 
and  finally  deftroy. 

He  hath  not  left  the  world  ( no  ,  not  the  Chriftian  vcorld ) 

quite 


quite  ignorant  of  his  methods  in  tbefe  kinds,  of  training 
men,  by  gradual  (leps ,  into  things;  firft ,  that  feem  inno¬ 
cent,  and  tiien  into  fuch  familiarities  (  whether  their  real 
difirefs^  or  their  ctmofity,  were  the  firft  handle  he  took  hold  of 
them  by,  or  the  Engine  by  which  he  drew  them  J  till,  at 
length  3  it  comes  to  exprefs  covenanting.  If  the-  matter 
come  not  fo  far ,  ’tis  rare  to  come  off  from  the  leaft  tam¬ 
perings  without  a  fcratch.  He  that  u  b&rn''  ofCod  keeps  himfelf^ 
that  the  evil  one  may  not.  tonch  him  ^  I  John  5*  know¬ 

ing  he  defigns  to  touch  mortally ,  and  if  he  touch ,  ’to  kill 
If  it  proceed  fo  far,  as  a  folemn  league,  how  tragical  con* 
fequences  doth  ftory  abound  with !  That  of  Count  Matifcon 
( pluckt  away  by  the  Devil  from  among  divers  perfons  of 
quality ,  whom  he  was  entertaining ,  and  at  noon-day ,  whirfd 
in  the  air  three  times  about  the  City,  in  open  view  of  the 
people,  to  whom  he  in  vain  cried  for  help)  reported  by 
iome  Hiftorlans  f  and  that  of  an  infamous  Magician  of  Saltz.- 
hpiYg ,  and  divers  others,  are  inftances  both  very  extraordinary , 
and  very  monitory. 

But  as  to  a  future  ruine,  which  he  finally  aims  to  involve 
men  in,  with  himfelf,  he  hath  not  fafter  hold  of  any  ,  than  * 
thofe  that  have  learnt  to  ridicule  every  thing  of  this  kind, 
and  who  have  put  fo  much  Saddudfm  into  their  Creed  ( con- 
lifting  of  fo  many  negatives,  or  things  they  believe  not, 
that  they  fcarce  leave  enough  pofitive  to  admit  that  name )  ' 
as  to  there  is  no  fuch  creature:  perhaps  as  being  confci- 
ous  there  can  be  no  worfe  thanthemfelves.  But  how  near  is  he 
£0  them  that  think  him  out  of  the  Univerfe  i 

9.^  Since  it  is  poffible  the  Devil  may  bind  even  thok  that 
belong  to  God  ^  wfith  fome  kind  of  bodily  affliction  or  other  5  it 
is  the  mf re  to^  be  apprehended  ,  how  much  worfe  boncJs 
they  are  ,  in  which  he  binds  thofe  that  do  not  belong  to  him. 
Oh!  that  you  would  be  ferious  here/  How  many  fuch  fad 
cafes  are  there, ^  amongft  even  them ,  as  may  be  feared,  that 
'  are  called  Chriftians ,  concerning  which  it  may  be  faid,  here 
is  a  foul  that  Satan  hath  bound,  not  eighteen^  but,  it  maybe, 
thirty,  forty,  fifty  years !  Oh !  when  fhall  this  foul  be  releaft, 
that  Satan  hath  fo  long  bound  ! 

'  4.  As  from  the  Devils  malice  to  the  bodies  of  men  we 
may  collecft  his  greater  malice  to  their  Souls  5  So  we  may 

judg 
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jadg  proportionably  of  Chrifts  compaffions^  that  as  they  io¬ 
dine  him  to  give  them  all  iutable  relief  in  their  bodily  af- 
flidions,  as  far  as  can  conlifl:  with  thofe  meafares,  which  in¬ 
finite  wifdom  hath  pitcht  upon^  for  the  government  of  this 
prefenc  world,  and  as  Ihall  fall  in  with  the  dehgn  of  his 
office  of  a  Redeemer  and  Saviour  to  us;  So  they  much  more 
incline  him  to  relieve  embondag’d  fouls;  for  this  doth  moft 
directly  fall  in  with  his  dehga,  and  is  the  proper  bufinefsof 
his  office ;  the  other  may  be  only  .collateral  to  it ,  and  ,  as 
it  were  to  be  done  on  the  by.  He  came  not  into  this  wmrld 
to  procure,  that  men  might  not  be  lick,  or  pained;  or  be 
•  preiently  reftored  to  health  and  eafe.  '  But  he  came  and  died, 

.  .that  fouls  ^  might  live ;  to  procure  for  them  pardon ,  reconci¬ 
liation  with  God,  all  needful  affifting  influences  of  grace, 
and  eternal  life.  Of  thefe  therefore  they  may  be  moft  af- 
fured,  if  they  duly  apply  themfelves.  And  fome  encourage¬ 
ment  to  expedt  fo  much  they  may  draw  even  from  this  in- 
ftance.  This  infirm  woman,  in  order  to  bodily  cure,  did 
apply  her  felf  to  him.  She  came  after  him  ,  as  others  did, 
for  this  pHrpdfe  ;  and  did,  in  a  fort,  put  herfelfin  the  Way 
of  his  healing  influence.  Now  if  any  of  you  find  your  fouls 
are  yet  held  by  the  Devil  in  worfe  bonds,  apply  your  felves 
to  the  merciful  compaffionate  Jefus ,  there  is  hope  in  the 
cafe.  Oh !  will  you  not  fay  fo  much  to  him  for  a  foul  in 
bondage  ?  Lord  loofe  this  poor  foul  of  mine,  that  Satan  liath 
bound  for  fo  many  fad  years.  Do  but  labour  to  know  you 
are  bound,  to  feel  your  bonds.  Whatfoever  there  is  of  pre¬ 
vailing  fin  in  you ,  it  is  a  bond ,  by  which  the  Devil  holds 
your  fouls.  7 he  wicked, are  held  in  the  cords  of  their  own  ini- 
qnities.  Prov.  5.  22.  And  fins  are  faid  to  be  the  wmrks  of  Sa¬ 
tan  ,  from  which  it  is  the  defign  of  the  Redeemer  to  loofe 
us.  The  Son  of  God  wm  ,for  this  parpofe  manifefled  that  he  might 
deftroy  (  we  read,  )  it  is,  that  he  might  dijfolve  the  workj  of 
the  Devil,  q.  d.  that  he  might  releafe ,  and  unbind  fouls, 
that  the  Devil  as  yet  holds  in  fad  bonds.  ^  And  you  may 
find  you  are  fo  bound,  when  upon  felf  reflexion  you  cake  no¬ 
tice  ,  you  are  ordinarily  reftrained  from  what  you  ihould  do , 
againft  the  light ,  and  convidiion  of  your  own  ^  minds  and 
judgments  ;  i.  e,  you  find,  if  you  refled,  a  convidtion  hath  tak¬ 
en  place  in  your  confciences ,  you  ought  to  love  God ;  but 
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tftere  is  with  you  no  fuch  motion  of  foul^no  inclination  towards  him? 
you  ought ,  in  a  ftated  courfe  to  pray,  and  pour  out  your  foul 
to  him,  but  you  are  bound,  you  cannot  offer  at  it ;  you  have 
no  liberty  for  it  5  your  terrene  inclination,  or  love  to  vanity 
plucks  you  back  ;  you  ought  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  God^  but 
you  are  fetterred  ,  you  cannot  move  a  foot  3  you  ought  to  do 
the  works  of  God^  but  you  are  manacled,  youcannot/^^V  an  hand. 
Are  you  fo  bound,*  and  will  you  not  know  it  ?  What  /  never  feel 
your  bonds?  When  once  they  are  felt,  you  will  foon  be^n  to 
cry,  and  fupplicate.  And  if  once  you  fhall  be  brought  ferioufly, 
and  inceffintly  to  fupplicate,  it  may  be  hop’t  the  releafe  will  fol¬ 
low.  Was  our  Lord  fo  compaflionate  towards  infirm  bodies,  in 
the  days  of  his  flefliin  this  world ;  and  do  we  think  he,  above,  is, 
lefs  compaffionate  to  fouls  ?  Can  it  be  thought  heaven  hath  al¬ 
tered  him  to  your  difadvantage  ?  Is  he  lefs  kind,  benign,  and 
lefs  apt  to  do  good,  now  he  is  inthrpned  in  glory? 

'  Why  ihould  you  not  believe  he  will  give  releafe  unto  your 
captiv’d  embondaged  fouls,  if  you  intplore  his  help  and  mercy, 
with  feiioufnefs,  and  infift  upon  it ,  and  do  not  give  him  over. 
Say  to  him,  JefptSj  thoa  Son  of  God  have  mercy  on  me  3  for  do 
you  not  know  it  is  his  office.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  up- 
m  him^  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives^  and  opening  of  Prifons 
to  them  that  are  bound.  Ife.  61.  I.  What  1  will  you  be  bound 
all  your  days,  and  never  lift  up  a  cry  to  the  great  Redeemer  and 
Saviour  of  Souls  to  give  you  releafe?  How  defervedly  fhould  thefe 
bonds  end  with  you  in  the  chains,  wherein  the  Devils  themfelves 
lhall  for  ever  be  bound  with  you  ? 

5-  We  may  colled,  there  is  an  awful  regard  due  to  the 
Sabbath-day.  When  our  Lord  juftifies  the  cure  now  wrought 
on  their  Sabbath,  only  on  this  account,  that  it  was  an  ad 
of  mercy  towards  a  daughter  of  Abraham ,  by  the  exception 
of  fuch  a  cafe  he  ftrengthens  the  general  rulcy  and  intimates 
fo  holy  a  day  fhould  not,  upon  light  occafions,  be  otherwife 
imploy’d,  than  for  the  proper  end  of  it’s  appointment. 
our  day  be  not  the  fame^  the  bufmefs  pf  it.  in  great  part ,  is  5 
by  the  reafon  given  in  the  fourth  Commandment ,  which  being 
placet  among  the  reft  of  thofe  ten  words ,  fo  many  ways  re- 
markably^  diftinguifht  from  the  other  laws  given  the  Jews , 
and  fignifying  that  thefe  were  intended  not  to  them  alone^ 

•  but  to  mankind ,  @nd  given  upqd  a  reafon  common  to  man, 5 

'  '  ‘  the 


[  23  ] 

the  words  alfo  not  necellarily  fignifying  more,  than  there  fhouM 
be  feventh  day  kept  as  facred  to  God,  referving  it  to  after- 
fignifications  of  his  pleafure  to  mark  out ,  and  lignalize  this 
or  that  day ,  as  he  fhould  fee  fit.  And  our  Saviour  having 
told  us  exprefly  the  Sabbath  was  made  for  man^  (  k  e,  as  men, 
not  for  Jewsy  as  Jews )  Thefe  confiderations  taken  together, 
with  many  more  ( not  fit  to  be  here  mentioned  )  do  challenge 
a  very  great  regard  to  the  day,  which  we  have  caufe  to  think  k 
is  the  will  of  God  we  (liould  keep  as  our  Sabbath. 

6.  That  there  is  fomewhat  of  priviledge  due  by  gracious 
vouchfafement  and  grant  to  the  children  of  to  ^bra^ 

hams  feed,  €.  to  fpeak  by  Analogy^  to  the  children  of  covenan¬ 
ted  Farents.  Abraham  is  confiderable  here,  as  being  under  that 
notioriy  a  father  5  whofoever  of  you  therefore  are  the  children  of 
fuch,  as  were  of  the  faith  of  Abraham  5  and  you  are  now  come 
to  that  adult  flate,  wherein  you  are  capable  of  tranfading  with 
God  for  your  felves,  and  wherein  the  tranftus  is  made  from 
minority  to  maturity  5  If  now  you  own  the  God  of  your  fa¬ 
thers  ;  if  you  will  now  fay.  My  fathers  God  fliall  be  my  God  1 

he  keeps  mercy  for  thoufands  of  them  that  love  hiniy  and  keep  his 
commandments,  i.e.  if  there  were  a  thoufand  generations  of  fuch 
( generations  being  fpokcn  of  fo  immediately  before,  viz.,  that 

he  would  vijit  iniquity  upon  them  that  hate  him^  to  the  thirdy  and 
fourth  generation  3  but  Jhew  mercy  to  them  that  love  himy  and  keep 
his  commandments^  unto  a  thoufand  generationsy  i.e.  to  never  fo  ma-^ 

ny  )  If  you  will  not  when  now  grown  up  dilavow  your  fathers 
God  5  if  you  will  avow  and  own  him,  and  devote  your  felves 
to  him,  he  will  be  your  God,  as  well  as  theirs.  Here  is  now 
the  priviledge  due-  to  Abrahams  children,  or  to  the  children  of 
covenanted  parents.  God  has  an  early  preventive  intereft  in 
them,  upon  which  they  may  lay  their  claim  to  him,  as  their 
God,  if  they  wdll  but  now  give  up  ^  themfelves  to  him,  and 
fland  to  his  covenant.  But  if  you  will  not  do  fo,  but  flight, 
and  rejedt  the  God  of  your  Fathers,  then  your  birth  priviledge 
can  fignifie  nothing  to  you  3  then,  thinks  not  to  fay  with  your 
felves  y  We  have  Abraham  to  our  fat  her  y  in  that  ^d.  of  Matthews  * 
Gofpel ;  for  God  will  never  want  children  ;  he  is  able  of  fiones 
to  raife  up  children  to  Abrahamy  q.  d.  rather  ftones  than  you. 
And  then  indeed,  upon  a  true  account,  Abraham  is  none  of 
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yotir  father ;  as  our  Lord  Jefus  tells  the  "Jews^  ^  If  you  were 
yihraha77u  children,  you  would  do  the  works  of  Abraham,  You. 
do  fo  and  (o,  thus  did  not  Abraham.  Joh.  8.  30,  40.  Pray 
cerMer  ylhrah^m  waSj  and  how  he  lived  on  earths  like  an 
inhabitant  of  heaven,  as  an  heir  of  the  heavenly  Country,  his 
bufinels  was  to  foek^  better  country^  that  is^  the  heavenly ^  where^ 
fore  God  was  not  ajljamed  to  he  called  his  God^  as  in  that  llth, 
to  the  Hcb.  I <5.  ver.  Jut  if  you  will  go  from  day  to  day 
grovelling  in  the  dufl:  of  the  earth,  this  did  not  Abraham.  If 
you  will  fpend  your  lives  in  the  purfiiit  of  vanity  and  trifles, 
this  did  not  Abraham.  There ^  is  ^  great  priviledge  belonging 
by  Gofpel  grant  unto  the  children  of  covenanted  parents,  if 
they  do  not  forfeit  it,  by  negiedling,  and  pradiically  difavowing 
their  fathers  God. 

7.  But  I  further  infer  hence,  that  fince  this  cempaflion  has 
a  'teaf  tho^  not  a  principal  hand  in  the  releafe  that  is  given  to 
them  that  belong  to  God,  in  whatfoever  w^ay  they  are  releaft, 
from  all  their  infirmities,  and  ails,  and  affli^ions  in  this  world  5 
It  very  much  becomes,  and  much  concerns  all  the  children  of 
Abraham  patiently  to  wait  for  it,  in  Gods  owm  w^ay.  Pa¬ 
tiently,  I  fay,  in  Gods  own  way  wait  for  it  The  children  of 
/ihraham  fhall  be  loofeifd  fooner  or  later, 'and  in  one  way  or 
other,  tho  very  Jong,  tho  fo  many  years  bound  by  fuch  and 
fuch  afBidling  diftempers. 

You  have  a  great  inftance  of  this  kind  in  that  daughter  of 
Jhraham^  whom  God  hath  called  away  from  us.  In  all  that 
long  exercife,  the  main  ^  thing  fhe  was  ever  wont  to  infill 
upon,  w'as  that  in  all  this  affliftion,  Ihe  might  gain  patience 
fubmilTion,  and  inflruftion.  And  in  her  later  time,  when  fhe 
drew^  nearer  to  eternity,  was  m.oreinview  of  it,  that  wzs  the 
great  fiibjedl  wherew/ith  fhe  entertained  her  felf,  and  was  con- 
verfant  much  with.fomewhat  more  lately  written  upon  that 
fubjedt,  as  by  Mr.  Shower  (now  knowm  to  moft  of  you) and 
by  another  Author.  And  her  lafl  entertainmicnt,  as  I  have 
been  told,  (as  to  helps  from  creatures  in  any  fuch  kind)w^as 
the  repetition  of  what  fome  of  you  have  heard  the 

Emmanuef  wherewith  flte  formerly  pleafed  her  felf,  as  being, 
’tis  likely  much  habituated  in  the  temper  of  her  fpirit  to  the. 
ihoM£ht}  of  hm,  tliat  having,  by  agreement  with  her  pious  com 


■Cm3 

fort,  been  their  Motto at  their  firft  coming  on^dt 

together,  Emmanmly  God  with  US.  vvcdding  ring. 

8.  I  iliall  only  add  one  inftruftion  more,  to  fluit  up  all  > 
that  fince  our  Lord  Jefiis  hath  fuchan  agency,  and  even  with 
compaffion  in  the  releafe  of  thofe,  that  do  belong  to  him, 
from  their  affllding  infirmities,  we  fldould  all  of  us  laboor, 
with  a  due  and  right  frame,  and  difpofition  offpirit  to  behold 
any  fuch  releafinent.  It  is  a  great  matter  to  be  able  to  behold 
inffances  of  that  kind,  with  a  right  frame  of  mind,  aadfpirit. 
If  one  be  releafed  by  recovery,  into  eafe,  health,  and  firength 
in  this  world,  'tis  eafily  and  readily  made  matter  of  joy.  Is 
one  recovered  out  of  a  long  and  languilhing  fickoefs,  friends 
and  relations  behold  it  with  great  complacency  and  gladneis 
of  heart.  -But  if  a  Godly  ^  friend  be  releas'd  by  dying,  truly 
we  can  hardly  make  our  felves  believe,  that  this  is  a  releafe 
or  fo  valuable  a  releafe  fo  much  are  we  under  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  fenfe,  fo  little  doth  that  faith  fignifie  with  us,  or  do 
it  S  p^rt,  that  is  the  fubflarjce  of  what  we  hope  -foic^  and  the^ 
evidence  of  what  we  fee  not-  No  !  This  is  to  go  vvith  US  for 
no  releafe.  VVe  look  ,  only  upon  the  fenfible, /.  e.  upon  the 
gloomy  part  of  fuch  a  difpenfation,  when  fuch  a  one  is  gone, 
releaft,  fet  at  liberty,  (as  a  bird  out  of  the  cage,  or  the  fnare) 
We  can  hardly  tell  how  toconfider  it  as  a  releafe.  Wewili 
not  be  induc’d  to  apprehend  itfo.  There  are  no  difpofitions 
no  deportments  commonly  that  fuit  fuch  an  appreheafion. 
And  Oh!  how  unbecoming  and  incongruous  a  thing,  v/hea 
Chrift  is,  in  that  way,  about  releafing  fuch  a  one,  to  have 
an  holy  foul  juft  upon  the  confines  of  a  glorious  blefled  ecer* 
nity,  compafted  about  with  fighs,  fobs,  tears,  and  lamentations. 
Hfow  great  an  incongruity  !  I  have  many  times  thought  with 
my  felf,  the  loye  and  kindnefs  of  friends  and  relations  is  very 
pleafant  in  life,  but  grievous  at  death.  It  is  indeed  h  fome 
refpe^Sy  a  very  -defirable  thing,  (if  God  fhail  vouchfafe  it,  ) 
to  die  with  ones  friends  about  one.*  It  nmy  be  one  may  need 
foine  little  bodily  relief,  in  thofe  laft  hours  f  befides  that, 
fon^e  proper  thoughts  may  be  fuggefted  by  them,  to  mingle 
with  ones  own.  And,  if  God  afford^  die  ufe  of  reafon,  aiid 
fpeech,  aad  the  fupply  of  his  own  fpirit,  one  may  pofiibly,  io 
this  kfi  juncture,  be  a  meaus  of  fome  good  to  them.  One 

'  ■  ^  may, 
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may  poffibly  fay  that,  that  may  abide  with  thcm^  and  be  of 
future  advantage  to  them.  But,  in  other  refpeEls^  if  the  related 
friendly  by-ftanders  cannot  duly  temper  themfelves-,  if  they  are 
apter  to  receive-  or  do  more  hurt,  than  good  5  if  Chriftians  do 
not  labour  to  (hew  a  truly  Chriftian  iplrir,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
their  prefence  has  very  little  eligible  in  it.  And,  indeed,  the 
deportment  even  of  thofe  that  profefs  Chriftianity,  about  their 
deceafing  godly  friends,  is  fuch,  for  the  moft  part,  as  if  the 
foundations  of  all  Religion  were  Ihaken  with  them,  and  as  if 
they  had  a  defign  to  (hake  them  too,  if  polfible,  in  fuch  with 
whom  they*  are  now  to  part  ;  as  if  it  were  to-  be  called  in 
queftion,  whether  what  God  hath  faid  concerning  another 
wwld,  and  the  blelTed  (late  of  the  innumerable  and  holy  af- 
fembly  above  be  true  or  no,  or  were  not  doubted  to  be  falfe 
and  a  folemn  fiction,  invented  to  delude  mortals  here  on 
earth. 

It  is  little  confidered  how  oppofite  fuch  a  temper  of  Spi¬ 
rit,  as  commonly  appears  in  us,  is  to  the  very  defigp  of  all 
Ghriftianity.  For  doth  not  the  wdiole  of  Chriftianity  termi¬ 
nate  upon  Eternity,  and  upon  another  State,  and  World  ? 
Now^  do  but  confider  the  inconfiftencies  that  are  to  be  found 
in  this  cafe,  betw^een  the  carriage,  and  temper  of  many  that 
profefs  Chriftianity  and  their  very  proftffion  it  felf.  They 
acknowledge,  they  own,  that  the  defign  of  Chrift’s  appearing 
here  in  this  World,  and  of  his  dying  upon  the  Crofs,  w^as  to  • 
Irmg  HS  to  God‘j  tO  brwg  the  many  Sons  to  Glory,  They  grant 
that  this  is  not  to  be  done  all  at  once,  not  all  in  a  days 
but  it  is  to  be  done  by  degrees.  Here  he  takes  up  gne,  and 
there  another*,  leaving  others  ftill  to  tranfmit  Religion,  and 
continue  it  on  to  the  end  of  time.  So  far  they  agre^,  with 
cur  common  Lord;  and  feem  to  approve  the  divine  deter¬ 
minations,  in  all  thefe  fteps  of  his  procedure.  But  yet  for 
.  all  this,  if  they  might  have  ^  their  own  wUl,  Chrift  (hould 
rot  have  one  to  afcend  to  him,  of  thofe,  for  whom  he  di¬ 
ed,  and  himfelf  afcended,  to  open 'Heaven  for  them,  and  to 
prepare  a  place  for  their  reception,  as  their  forerunner, 
there.  ^  I  fay  not  one  to  afcend  after  him  1  For  they  take 
up  with  a  general  awroving  of  this  defign  of  his.  Very 
well  1  fay  they,  it  is  fitly  ordered,  his  method  is  wife,  and 
'  •  .  '  juft, 
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juft,  and  kind,  and  let  him  take  them  that  belong  to' him, 
when  he  thinks  fit ;  only  let  him  excufe  my  Family ;  let 
him  take  whom  he  will,  only  let  him  touch  no  Relation 
of  mine,  not  my  Husband,  Wife,  Child,  Brother,  Sifter,  take 
whom  he  will,  but  let  all  mine  alone.  I  agree  to  jll  he 
fliall  do  well  enough,  only  let  him  allow  me  my  exception. 
But  if  every  one  be  of  this  temper  and  refolution,  for  them- 
felves  and  theirs,  according  to  this  tendency,  and  courfe  of 
things,  he  ihall  have  none  at  all  to  afcend  ;  none  to  brin^ 
with  him,  when  he  returns.  Thofe  that  are  dead  in  Jefas,  he 
u  to  bring  with  him.  No,  he  fhould  be  folitary,  and  unat¬ 
tended  for  all  them.  They,  and  _  all  their  Relations  would 
be  immortal  upon  Earth.  How'  ill  doth  this  agree,  and  ac¬ 
cord  with  the  Chriftian  Scheme  and  model  of  .things  ? 

But  you  will  fay,  what  1  would  I  perfwade  you  to  be  in¬ 
different,  and  not  to  love,  and  care  for  your  Relatives,  or 
be  unwilling  to  part  with  them.  No.  All  that  I  perfwade 
to  is  that  there  be  a  mixture  in  your  temper  5  and  fuch  a  mix¬ 
ture,  as  that  the  prevailing  ingredient  therein,  may  agree  with 
,  the  ftronger  and  weightier .  reafon.  ’Tis  not  that  I  would 
have  love  extingaifht  among  Relatives ;  but  I  would  ha\'e  it 
moderated  and  fubdued,  to  that  degree,  as  to  admit  of  be¬ 
ing  governed  by  Superiour,  Greater,  and  Nobler  Confidera- 
tions.  Do  you  think  Chrift  did  expeff  or  defign,  that  his 
Difciples  Ihould  not  .lQve  .him.„  And  yet  heuells  .them, 

you  loved  me,  you  would  rejoice  that  1  fay,  I 
go  to  my  Father.  And  who  in  all  this  John  14.  28. 
World  could  ever  have  fuch  a  lofs,  as  they 
of  him,  dwelling  in  flefh  among  them  ?  Yet,  fays  he,  if  you 
loved  me,  you  would  rejoice,  that  I  fay,  I  go  to  my  Fa¬ 
ther.  And  when  the  Apoftle,  vifibly  tending  towards  death,  by 
the  prediction  given  concerning  him,  21. 13.  faid  to  the 
Difciples  round  about  him,  IVhat  mean  you  to  weep,  and  to 
breaks  my  Heart  ?  /  am  ready,  not  only  to  he  bound,  hut  to  die 
for  the  Name  of  Jefus.  If  there  had  not  been  a  faulty  ex- 
.  cefs  in  the  affeCtion  they  expreft  ,  certainly  he  would  not 
have  rebuk’d  it.  He  would  not  have  blam’d  what  he 
thought  not  blame-worthy. 
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In  fliort,  It  were  defirable  ( if  God  fee  good  )  to  die 
anaidft  the  pleafant  Friends  and  Relatives,  who  were  not 
ill'pleafed  that  we  lived ;  that  living ,  and  dying  breath 
might  mingle,  and  afccnd  together  in  Prayers,  and  Praifes 
to  the  bleffed  Lord  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  the  God  of  our 
Lives.  If  then,  we  could  part  with  confent,  a  rational,  and 
a  joyful  confent. 

Otherwife,  To  die  with  Ceremony!  To  die  amongft  the 
fafhionable  bemoanings,  and  lamentations,  as  if  we  defpair'd- 
of  futurity !  One  would  fay  ( with  humble  fubmiilion  to 
the  divine  pleafure )  'Lord !  Let  me  rather  die  alone !  in 
perfed  folitude  I  in  fome  unfrequented  Wood,  or  on  the 
top  of  fome  far  remote  Mountain  i '  where  none  might  in¬ 
terrupt  the  folemn  tranfasftions,  between  thy  glorious  blelled 
felf,  and  my  joyfully  departing,  felf-refigning  Soul  1 

But  in  all  this,  we  muft  refer  our  felves  to  Gods  ,Holy 
Pleafure,  who  will  difpofe  of  us,  living,  and  dying,  in  the 
beft,  the  wifeft,  and  the  kifldeft  way. 


